
 

LifeStories Volume 6, edition DF 

Passport Story 
PERSEVERANCE 

 
 
 

Persevering Helps Self and Others 
 

 

 For Ann Curry growing up wasn’t easy. 

She was a mixed-race child. Her family was 

poor. She had reasons to complain. But her 

father did not like complaining. He said, 

“Ann, this is good for you. Trials make you 

stronger.” Ann remembers when her father 

got fed up with hearing his children 

complain. He said, “The next person who 

says, ‘That’s not fair’ is going to drop and do 

ten push-ups. I don’t care where we are.” 

Ann and her 4 siblings knew he meant it. 

When he messed up he did push-ups in the 

aisle of a city bus. As his physical muscles 

got stronger so were his kids’ behavior 

muscles. He was teaching them to 

persevere through trials. 

 After graduating from college, Ann 

worked for a number of T.V. stations. She 

had to overcome people telling her she 

wouldn't succeed. They said this because 

she was Asian and a woman. But Ann used 

her perseverance behavior muscles and 

ended up at The Today Show.  

 Ann used her career to tell stories of 

suffering people. These were stories about 

people who worked hard to persevere for a 

good outcome. She remembers one story. 

Most people may not consider it “big”. It 

was about a boy who was born with his 

thumb fused to his hand. Kids made fun of 

the boy. That made him miserable. How 

would you deal with that?  

 The boy’s parents were poor 

immigrants. They couldn’t pay for the 

surgery to correct his hand. Ann shared the 

boy’s situation on a news program. A 

viewer found a way for the surgery to be 

paid for! The boy’s family invited Ann to the 

recovery room. When the boy saw Ann he 

held up his hand. With a huge smile he said, 

“Thank you.” At that moment, Ann felt an 

incredible sense of joy. She knew why her 

father had taught her to persevere. She 

knew how to use her talents to help others. 

What a great example of true success! 

 

Note: this text has been leveled for grades 3-5. 

For more of this and other lifestories checkout 

LifeStories of HOPE books. Also see multiple videos 

and other resources @ www.TrueSuccessTools.org .  

 

Questions can lead to understanding 

1) What evidence is there that Ann learned perseverance from her father and life situations?  

Can you relate to any of Ann’s experiences? 

2) How did Ann learn perseverance?  

How did she use what she learned growing up later in life? 

3) Give examples from your life that show that you understand perseverance. 

What specifically can you do to benefit more from having perseverance?  
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